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Government will make a commitment to
honor their own labor code in ways that are
not there now. Environmental investments
in Mexico will go up more if we adopt
NAFTA than if we don’t. Requirements in
Mexico that keep us out of the Mexican mar-
ket—requirements to produce products
there if we want to sell them there—will go
down if we adopt it. They won’t if we don’t.
Trade barriers, tariffs will go down if we
adopt it. They won’t if we don’t. We have
trade problems in America: $50 billion deficit
with Japan; a $19 billion deficit with China;
a $9 billion deficit with Taiwan. We have a
$6 billion trade surplus with Mexico. And
even though it’s not a very wealthy country,
70 cents of every dollar they spend on prod-
ucts from overseas beyond their borders they
spend on American products.

So I say to you, I very much hope that
we’ll have a wonderful open world trading
system. I’m working hard to get one by the
end of the year. But neither you nor I know
with any certainty what the trading philoso-
phy of Asia or Europe will be 5 or 10 years
from now. We do know democracy is on the
move in Latin America. We do know free
markets are on the move in Latin America.
And we do know that they prefer to deal with
us, not just in Mexico but in other countries.

And the benefits of NAFTA come not just
from new jobs being created out of the rela-
tionship between the U.S. and Mexico, al-
though we are convinced 200,000 new jobs
will be created. And on average, they’ll be
better paying jobs just in the next 2 years.
The real benefits will come in new jobs when
that agreement is the standard by which we
set new agreements with Chile, with Ven-
ezuela, with Argentina, with all the other
countries that want very much to be part of
our family.

Every one of you here in some way or an-
other is a profound success. All of you have
had to deal with these kinds of conflicts in
your own lives. Many of you have overcome
enormous obstacles to get where you were,
and not a single one of you is at the top of
any heap today because you hunkered down
or ran away from an opportunity to embrace
change and embrace the future.

And so I ask you as Americans to help us
in this next month convince the United States

Congress that the people who are pleading
with them to vote against this treaty have le-
gitimate fears, legitimate hurt, legitimate
worries. But they are imposing on NAFTA
the accumulated resentment for the last 15
years, and it doesn’t deserve to have it. If
you look at the facts, it will make those prob-
lems better, not worse.

You have credibility with a lot of people
in the Congress, in both parties, of different
races and backgrounds. And if you can con-
vince them that together we’re not only going
to lay down these security markers that we
have to lay down, but we must have the cour-
age to change, then we can go into 1994 hav-
ing brought the deficit down, with the lowest
interest rates in 30 years, with business in-
vestment going up, with housing going up,
with unemployment going down, and with
a view toward the future that gives us the
confidence we need to make the future what
it has to be for our people.

Thank you very much and God bless you
all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:20 p.m. in the
Sheraton North Ballroom at the Sheraton Wash-
ington Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to Earl
S. Washington, president, and Clarence James, Jr.,
executive director, Executive Leadership Council.

Remarks at a Democratic National
Committee Fundraiser
October 21, 1993

Thank you very much. David, I was hoping
you’d talk a little longer; I didn’t even get
to finish my salad. [Laughter]

Ladies and gentlemen, I’m delighted to be
here tonight. I’ve already had a chance to
say hello to almost all of you, except the
Members of the Senate who see me all the
time. I thanked Senator Metzenbaum and
Senator Levin—they came upstairs to see
me, Senator Kennedy. We even had our pic-
ture taken. I came all the way to Boston to
see you, and you didn’t do that. [Laughter]
I want to thank Norman Brownstein for the
wonderful work he did tonight in getting you
all here. Let’s give him a hand. [Applause]

I’d also like to say a brief word if I might
about this wonderful facility we are in. We
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have some people here who are still associ-
ated with it. The Holladays, who helped to
found this, were good enough to support me
early in my Presidential campaign. And a lot
of our friends have been active in this won-
derful place which once actually had a fine
showing of artists, women artists, from my
home State here. So I have been delighted
to have finally the chance to come here and
see this and I—Mr. Chairman, I don’t know
who picked this place, but whoever did is
a near genius in my estimation, because I
love it.

It was just about a month and a week ago
when we had the remarkable signing of the
Israel-PLO peace accord on the grounds of
the White House. Many of you were there.
I imagine all of you saw it. Hundreds of mil-
lions, perhaps over a billion people around
the world saw it occur. I would like to begin
my remarks by making two observations, if
I might. First of all, about the peace process
itself. When I traveled across this country last
year and asked many, if not all of you, to
support my campaign, I said that I believed
the time was ripe for peace in the Middle
East but that it could not be achieved unless
the President of the United States under-
stood that in the end the United States could
never impose a peace on the Middle East
but could only guarantee it if it were to occur.
After I was elected, I met with Yitzhak Rabin
in the White House, and we sat for a long
time alone. And he looked at me with those
soulful eyes of his and said that he was pre-
pared to take real risks for peace, that he
thought the time had come to try to make
it. And I told him, if he would take the risks,
we would do our best to minimize those risks.
The rest is history. It was a peace made di-
rectly between Israel and the PLO, as all the
best agreements are. It was a difficult thing,
as we saw during the signing, sometimes
from the language, sometimes from the body
language. But as the Prime Minister said,
‘‘One never makes peace with one’s friends.
You have to make peace with your enemies.’’

I want all of you to know that since that
day I think that we have gone forward to-
gether to try to make the peace stick, to try
to make it work, and to try to expand on it.
We’ve had a donors’ conference of represent-
atives from 43 nations raise several billion

dollars in commitments from people to make
this peace agreement work. We have seen
now the first public meeting of leaders from
Jordan and Israel. We’ve seen the states of
Morocco and Tunisia welcome Israeli offi-
cials for the first time. We have seen real
progress. There is still a lot to do. I have
urged the Arab States to recognize Israel, to
drop the boycott, to get rid of the hostile
United Nations resolutions. And I have done
what I could to keep this process going.

An especially remarkable part of it has
been the unity I have seen emerging between
leaders of the American Jewish community
and Arab-Americans, a couple of hundred of
whom met at the White House for several
hours after the signing ceremony and began
to explore what they can do together to try
to help to bring opportunity and peace and
harmony in the areas where the peace accord
covered.

I believe we’re moving in the right direc-
tion. I also have to tell you I don’t think that
we will have a complete peace until we have
just that, a complete peace: one that involves
Syria and Lebanon, as well as the PLO and
Jordan; one that enables the people of the
Middle East to live together in true security
and to give the children of that area a normal
life. I want to ask you tonight to help me
to stay with our present policy, to be aggres-
sive in pushing the process forward but to
recognize always that in the end, there is no
peace that the parties do not themselves vol-
untarily undertake.

When we had that signing ceremony, I
wanted so much for the Prime Minister and
Mr. Arafat to come, but they couldn’t make
up their minds whether they wanted to come
for a while, for reasons that I’m sure all of
you appreciate, many of you more deeply
than I. In the end they decided to come be-
cause, since they had agreed to it, they might
as well make the most of it. And when they
did and when they reached out across dec-
ades of division and shook hands in that elec-
tric moment that was felt around the world,
I think that people had a sense of possibility
in so many areas that they had not had for
a long time.

That’s the second thing I want to say to
you tonight, as I ask you on behalf of your
country, on behalf of Israel, on behalf of all
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the peace-loving peoples of the world, to
continue to help me to implement this peace
process and push it forward, respecting that
in the end all the parties themselves will have
to voluntarily decide on the next steps.

I ask you also to help me to give that sense
of possibility back to the American people.
For there are so many days when I think
that the biggest obstacle to the dreams I
brought with me to the Presidency, the big-
gest obstacle is the sense that maybe we real-
ly can’t change things, the sense of hopeless-
ness so many people feel, the sense of mis-
trust in institutions and leaders. It is, I think,
almost a truism that no great democracy can
change profoundly until things are in pretty
rough shape. And yet, when things get in
pretty rough shape, there are so many people
who have been so disappointed, who feel so
injured, who feel so insecure that it is dif-
ficult to make the changes that need to be
made. And so today, America, every day, gets
up and presents to me a complex picture of
hope and fear, a complex picture of eager-
ness to embrace the future, to compete and
to win, and to promote the things we all be-
lieve in and a sense of insecurity that makes
people sort of draw inward.

I think for the last year, hope has been
winning. A sense of possibility and movement
has been happening. Thanks to the people
in the Congress who have supported the ini-
tiatives of this administration, including those
in this audience, we have moved to really
bring down the deficit. We’ve got the lowest
interest rates in 30 years, business invest-
ment’s back up, consumer spending is back
up on important, big products.

We’ve got some real sense of movement
in this economy. Thanks to this group of
Congress Members who have been willing
to support this administration, we signed, a
week after the Middle East peace accord, the
national service bill that Eli Segal did so
much to shepherd through the Congress,
which literally has the potential to revolution-
ize the way young people all across America
look at their country and feel about them-
selves, which asks young people to give some-
thing back to their Nation and, in return, of-
fers them a chance to go to college, no matter
how meager their own income.

We have begun to face the health care cri-
sis. We have begun to deal with so many
issues that have been too long ignored in this
struggle to find our way in the world. There
are those who have said, well, I haven’t done
everything right. For that, I plead guilty. But
I’ll tell you one thing: In this administration,
we show up for work every day with our
sleeves rolled up and a determination to face
the challenges before us. And tonight I was
thinking about the history of our relation-
ships with Israel; I’m reminded that when
Harry Truman recognized Israel, a long time
ago now, he was still in the process of making
the post-cold-war world, post-World-War II
world with our allies. We had moved into
the cold war, but now we all look back on
that era as if it were self-evident what our
domestic policies ought to be and what our
foreign policies ought to be. But in truth,
those of you who lived through that, particu-
larly those of you who were adults or nearly
so, then, will remember clearly that there
were a couple of years after World War II
when we had to work out what our foreign
policy was going to be, when we had to de-
velop the institutions necessary to carry that
foreign policy out, when we had to work
through in our minds what America’s respon-
sibilities at home were. And we are going
through the same period now.

We know that we are the only superpower.
We know we can’t solve every problem in
the world, but we know there are a lot of
people’s suffering and misery that we can al-
leviate. And if we believe in democracy and
freedom, if we don’t want to see the pro-
liferation of terrorism and weapons of mass
destruction, then we have to try.

We know that we have an interest in Rus-
sia maintaining its democratic bent and con-
tinuing to reduce its nuclear arsenal. Clearly,
we know if we could bring peace to the Mid-
dle East, it might revolutionize the range of
options we have with the Muslims all over
the world and give us the opportunity to beat
back the forces of radicalism and terrorism
that unfairly have been identified with Islam
by so many people.

We know some things for sure. But we
also know that we are still working this out.
Here at home, it is the same thing. But I
can tell you this: I am convinced that if we
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will continue to honestly speak with one an-
other about these issues, we’ll find a way to
do it.

I believe we have to find a balance be-
tween the security people need to change
and the changes we need to make. I believe
we will never make America what it ought
to be until we provide health care security
to all of our citizens. I believe we will never
have an America that is strong until we tell
the American people, ‘‘You can be a success-
ful parent and a successful worker.’’ That’s
what that family leave bill was all about.
That’s what our budget bill was all about,
which lifted the working poor out of poverty
when they have children at home.

I believe we will never be able to do what
we need to do as a people until we say,
‘‘Okay, if we can’t guarantee you a job any-
more, we can at least guarantee you employ-
ability.’’ If the average person has to change
jobs eight times in a lifetime, how can we
not have a program worthy of the capacities
of all Americans. It gives them a chance for
lifetime education and training.

And finally, let me say, I believe we will
never meet our challenges at home and
abroad until the American people are more
secure on their own streets again. For all the
violence in the Middle East, my friends, we
can read stories every day on every street
in America that rivals anything you can read
about in the Gaza in the toughest times. If
you look at what has happened, 90,000 mur-
ders in 4 years in America, more in any given
year than ever happened at the height of the
war in Vietnam; you look at the fact that this
is the only advanced country in the world,
the only one where we don’t even check your
criminal record or your mental health history
in some States to see if you can get a gun
and where people seriously argue that that
infringes on constitutional rights. This is the
only country in the world where police go
to work on mean streets every day and con-
front young people who grew up in chaotic
circumstances who are often better armed
than they are.

So, I say to you, we have some things to
do here at home. We are breeding generation
after generation of people who have no claim
to the mainstream of this society and on
whom the future has no claim. We are breed-

ing so many people who are so alienated and
who have no sense of all these things that
you and I came here to celebrate tonight.
Just 3 weeks ago, a little girl named Launice
Smith was shot and killed in this city. She
was on a playground 31⁄2 miles from this won-
derful building. She was 4 years old, one of
1,500 people who are shot in this town every
year, our Nation’s Capital. Her father could
not go to her funeral because he’s in prison
for shooting another 4-year-old on another
playground several years ago when he was
19 and got in an argument over hair bar-
rettes. He got angry, and another kid handed
him a gun, and he used it.

The point of all that I am saying is this:
We’ve got to change in this country. And
we’ve got to have the security——

[At this point, there was an interruption in
the tape.]

——have to first recognize that the great
power of America is the power of our ideals,
our values, our institutions, and our example.
And that we cannot do what we’re supposed
to do unless, as a Nation we are both more
united and more self confident than millions
of our fellow citizens are as we enjoy this
great dinner tonight.

So, I ask you to remember that and to
renew your commitment not only to peace
in the Middle East and to American’s con-
tinuing role in the world—and I thank the
many of you who said as we walked through
the line tonight, that you believed we did
have a role of leadership in the world to alle-
viate suffering and to do what we can to pro-
mote freedom and democracy—but also, to
rebuild this country here at home.

Most people in this country, whatever
their incomes, whatever their race, whatever
their walk of life, and wherever they live, are
wonderful people. They get up every day.
They go to work. They never break the law.
They do the best they can by their kids, and
they’re absolutely determined to make the
most they can of their lives. But they are liv-
ing in a country that has not yet made the
decisions necessary to organize itself in a way
that permits all of us to live up to the fullest
of our God-given capacities. And until we
make the decision to have an economic pro-
gram, an education program, a health care
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program, a family policy, and a law enforce-
ment policy, and a commitment to rescuing
our kids that will permit us to do that, we
will not have the security we need to lead
the world and to face the future. I believe
that we are on the road to changing this
country. I know what I saw on September
the 13th, when Arafat and Rabin shook
hands, was an instant, shocking realization all
across the world that things we never thought
possible were, in fact, possible.

And I ask you to help me now liberate
the imagination and the spirit, and the energy
of the American people for the jobs that we
have yet to do at home and abroad, because
those things can also be done.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:30 p.m., at the
National Museum of Women in the Arts. In his
remarks, he referred to David Wilhelm, chairman
of the Democratic National Committee; Norman
Brownstein, an attorney and Democratic fund-
raiser from Denver, CO; Wilhelmena Holladay,
president, National Museum of Women in the
Arts and her husband, Wallace Holladay.

Statement on Signing the
Agriculture, Rural Development,
Food and Drug Administration, and
Related Agencies Appropriations
Act, 1994
October 21, 1993

Today I have signed into law H.R. 2493,
the ‘‘Agriculture, Rural Development, Food
and Drug Administration, and Related Agen-
cies Appropriations Act, 1994.’’

The bill makes a significant shift in prior-
ities by funding $745 million of my invest-
ment proposals, including full funding of the
investment proposals for the Food Safety and
Inspection initiative and for the Food and
Drug Administration.

The Congress has also adopted my goal
to phase in full funding for the Special Sup-
plemental Food Program for Women, Infants
and Children (WIC). This bill provides $3.2
billion for WIC, an increase of 12 percent
over FY 1993.

The bill includes significant funding for my
Rural Development initiative, which will pro-
vide grants, direct loans, and loan guarantees

for rural residents, communities, and busi-
nesses, as well as for inducements to promote
economic development.

I commend the Congress for making fur-
ther progress toward reform of price-support
programs for honey, wool, and mohair as rec-
ommended by the National Performance Re-
view. The bill suspends honey subsidy pay-
ments for the 1994 crop of honey; however,
payments on the 1993 honey crop will be
made in FY 1994.

I am pleased that the removal of employ-
ment floors will facilitate my objective of re-
ducing Federal employment.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 21, 1993.

NOTE: H.R. 2493, approved October 21, was as-
signed Public Law No. 103–111.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Tax Convention
With the Slovak Republic
October 21, 1993

To the Senate of the United States:
I transmit herewith for Senate advice and

consent to ratification the Convention Be-
tween the United States of America and the
Slovak Republic for the Avoidance of Double
Taxation and the Prevention of Fiscal Eva-
sion with Respect to Taxes on Income and
Capital, signed at Bratislava on October 8,
1993. Also transmitted for the information
of the Senate is the report of the Department
of State with respect to the Convention.

The Convention will be the first income
tax convention between the two countries.
It is intended it reduce the distortions (dou-
ble taxation or excessive taxation) that can
arise when two countries tax the same in-
come. It will modernize tax relations between
the two countries and will facilitate greater
private sector U.S. investment in the Slovak
Republic.

I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to the Conven-
tion and give its advice and consent to ratifi-
cation.

William J. Clinton
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